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Takanawa Chikutei Maritime Railway Embankment - an offshore railway embankment built in 1982 currently facing the
threat of destruction for an urban development project

Koji MIZOGUCHI (JAA Director)
In 1872, Japan's first railway line opened, connecting Shimbashi Station in Tokyo with Yokohama Station in Kanagawa
Prefecture. The development of the railway system became one of the most important foundations of Japan's rapid
modernisation. In 1869, the Meiji government decided to build a 29km railway connecting the capital Tokyo (former Edo)
with the port city of Yokohama. However, the Ministry of War refused to hand over the land around Takanawa to the railway
authorities on the grounds that it was needed for national defence, so it was decided to make a 2.7km section from
Honshiba to Shinagawa Station via the Takanawa coast an offshore line, and run trains on the embankment. When
construction was completed in 1872, the line on the embankment was a single track. Subsequently, it was double-tracked in
1876, and it was further increased to three tracks in 1899. Eventually, as the urban sprawl of Tokyo continued, the
surrounding area was reclaimed and the embankment became buried and disappeared.
As JR East's redevelopment plan of the area became approved and got underway, excavations were carried out at the
planned development site, and the remains of the embankment, which had been buried and preserved underground, were
revealed in 2020. The state of preservation was so good that the foundations of a bridge, built to allow ships to pass
through, remained intact as depicted in Ukiyo-e wood prints of the period and the foundation of a signal box was also
almost completely preserved.
It was known that British technical assistance was provided for the construction of the railway in Japan. Investigations of the
Takanawa embankment revealed that the newly introduced modern techniques were combined with traditional Japanese
techniques to create an unparalleled maritime structure. The Takanawa maritime railway embankment is a historical legacy
symbolising the Modernity of Japan, which concretely illustrates the characteristics of Japan's modernisation.
When the discovery of the Takanawa embankment was reported, a wide range of learned societies and academic
communities, including archaeological, historical, railway history and industrial history societies, immediately recognized its
historical importance and called for its preservation. However, the developer, the JR East company, refused to overhaul or
review the plans and most of the sections in the first stage of the development were destroyed after the rescue excavation
and recording. Only a small portion was preserved in situ. In January 2022, the International Council on Monuments and
Sites (ICOMOQS), the advisory body for UNESCO, issued a Heritage Alert for the site. The Alert called for the protection of the
site, recognizing the value of the site as a heritage site equivalent to World Heritage sites.
The development plan of the JR East Company comprises two phases, and the first-phase development, divided into four
blocks, has now been completed with the destruction of most of the well-preserved remains of the Embankment as
described above. The second phase of the development, yet to be commenced, will cover the fifth and sixth blocks, where it
has been confirmed that the Embankment is buried as well preserved as the portions which had been destroyed in the first
phase of the development. In April 2022, the Japanese Archaeological Association (JAA’) organised a symposium in
collaboration with various learned societies and academic communities to promote the significance and in-situ preservation
of the Takanawa Maritime Railway Embankment, and the present volume records its proceedings. The JAA will continue to

appeal for the preservation of the Takanawa Embankment to the world at large.
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